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SUBJECT: STRIKE DEADLINE FOR FOREIGN AIRLINES OPERATIING 
TO MEXICO 

REF: MEXICO 7453 

1. MANAGERS OF UNIONIZED FOREIGN AIRLINES HELD ALL- 
NIGHT NEGOTIATING SESSION AT MINISTRY OF LABOR WITH 
A FEDERATION OF UNIONS REPRESENTING NON-FLYING PERSONNEL 
AND LABOR SECRETARIAT MEDIATORS IN EFFORT REACH WAGE 
AGREEMENT BEFORE OCT 3 STRIKE DEADLINE. NEGOTIATIONS 
WERE UNSUCCESSFUL AND STRIKES BEGAN AT 1:00 P.VUM 
SECRETARY OF LABOR MUNOZ LEDO IMMEDIATELY SUMMONED 
MANAGERS TO HIS OFFICE AND OFFERED A 72-HOUR EXTENSION 
FOR CONTINUATION OF NEGOTIATIONS, WHICH AS ACCEPTED. 

REPORTEDLY MUNOZ TOLD MANAGERS THAT THEY MUST MEET RECOMMENDED 
FORMULA (SEE REFTEL) AND THAT GOM THROUGH MINISTRY 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS WOULDNQONTACT AMBASSADORS OF COUNTRY 
AIRLINES INVOLVED AND ASK THEM TO USE INFLUENCE WITH THEIR 
AIRLINES TO AGREE. HE SAID THAT HE WOULD MEET AGAIN WITH 
THEM THIS EVENING, HOLDING OUT LITTLE HOPE HOWEVER THAT HE 
WOULD BE SYMPATHETIC TO SETTLEMENTS TAILORED TO SITUATIONS OF 
INDIVIDUAL AIRLINES. SO FAR FOREIGN AIRLINES REMAIN UNITED 
IN REFUSING GOVERNMENT FORMULA WITH EXCEPTION OF CUBAN 
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AIRLINE CUBANA, WHICH SETTLED AFTER MUNOZ MEETING. 
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2. WORKERS RETURNED TO THEIR JOBS THIS AFTERNOON AND 
AIRLINE OPERATIONS, WITH MUCH DISRUPTION IN 
SCHEDULING, RETURNED TO NORMAL. 

3. COMMENT: DESPITE MUNOZ LEDO'S REPORTED THREAT TO 

EXERT DIPLOMATIC PRESSURE, EMBASSY HAS NOT BEEN APPROACHED 
BY FOREIGN OFFICE CONCERNING THIS OR ANY OTHER LABOR DISPUTE. 
GIVEN HARD LINE BEING TAKEN BY UNIONS WITH FULL GOVERNMENT 
BACKING AND ADDITIONAL CIRCUMSTANCE THAT BOTH MEXICAN 
AIRLINES HAVE SETTLED ON GOVERNMENT UNION TERMS, POSITION 
FOREIGN AIRLINES EXTREMELY DIFFICULT. DEPENDING ON 
INDIVIDUAL CIRCUMSTANCE SOME MAY BE WILLING TO TAKE 
STRIKE AND OTHERS TRY TO ABSORB COST BY RESTRUCTURING SERVICES. 
ALTHOUGH AMERICAN, TEXAS INTERNATIONAL, AND HUGHES AIR WEST 
ARE NOT UNIONIZED AND THEREFORE ARE NOT AFFECTED BY STRIKE 
DEADLINE, THEY WILL FIND THEMSELVES UNDER PRESSURE TO FOLLOW 
SETTLEMENTS EVENTUALLY REACHED WITH UNIONIZED CARRIERS. 
SITUATION FURTHER COMPLICATED BY FACT THAT DATES FOR 
REGULAR CONTRACT RENEGOTIATIONS DIFFER BY AIRLINE 
AND UNIONS UNWILLING TO AGREE THAT COST-OF-LIVING RAISES 
GIVEN NOW WILL BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION AT TIME EXISTING 
CONTRACTS ARE RENEWED. 
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